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The Forgotten Holiday:  Ascension Day 

 
 “While some church bodies may have special days, saints’ days, or commemorations on their calendar that are not 

found in others, the Ascension is celebrated throughout the Church on earth along with the Passion, Easter, and 

Pentecost…The importance of Christ’s ascension into heaven is the reason it is celebrated in the Church.  The emphasis 

on the Ascension in the Church Year was so great…that it became a secular holiday and remains so in many European 

nations, e.g., Germany, the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, and the Nordic countries.” Read the rest of this article in “The 

Forgotten Holiday,” The Lutheran Witness, May 2010 

 

 
On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build, Lutheran Service Book 492, Lutheran Worship 150, The Lutheran Hymnal 216 
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L Christ is Risen! 
C He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Alleluia. 
 (Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:20b) 

 

Acts 1:1–11 
1
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2
until the day when 

he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3
To 

them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 

      
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

      
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 
7
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9
And when he had said these things, as 

they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

And while they were gazing 

into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11

and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

Not too long ago, I sat listening to a discussion that was beyond my comprehension. This trio of 

conversationalists could have been speaking Russian or Chinese and I wouldn’t have understood them less.  Yet 

they were enthralled with every minute detail of their topic: new video games! 

Has this ever happened to you?  I mean being on the other side of such a dialogue?  You are enthralled and 

excited about some event or experience and the people you are speaking with haven’t a clue about the reason 

for your excitement. 

This happens to me whenever I try to recount the breathtaking experience of singing “Crown Him with 

Many Crowns” during our Ascension Day Service while the choir sings a descant. My spine literally tingles at 

the thrill. 

I always counted it a shame that so few Christians take time to remember the Ascension of our Lord.  Since 

Jesus’ ascension happened 40 days after Easter, we observe it on a Thursday.  I suppose that’s the problem.  

Some pastors have transferred their Ascension Day service to Sunday so that more people will be aware.  

Jesus’ ascension into heaven is equivalent to His “Mission Accomplished Parade.”  This is the day that He 

is welcomed back to His eternal home in paradise to sit at the Father’s right hand. Everything that He sought to 

do has been done.  God sent His Only-begotten Son so that we would not perish but have eternal life.  What a 

day to celebrate! 

Now He rules the world for the sake of the Church! We read in Ephesians 1:22-23, “And he put all things 

under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills all in all. 

 

 



Prayer:   Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Crown Him with Many Crowns Lutheran Service Book 525, Lutheran Worship 278, The Lutheran Hymnal 341 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

    Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

    The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

    As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

    For He is king of all. 
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Service Notes: 

One person may serve as Leader or this may be shared with a number of individuals. 

Read one or more of the lessons. Hymns may be sung or read. Use as much or little of this service as you 

would like. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Some liturgical portions are adapted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Lutheran Service Book 

License: 10002731 Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, Michigan 

Hymns are in the public domain. 

The remainder of this work including adaptations and the Devotional thoughts © 2020 Philip G. Quardokus. All rights reserved. 

 


