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Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

Verse 1: Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea! 

 

Verse 2: O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard 

And hushed their raging at Thy word, 

Who walked'st on the foaming deep, 

And calm amidst its rage didst sleep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea! 

 

Verse 3: Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood 

Upon the chaos dark and rude, 

And bid its angry tumult cease, 

And give, for wild confusion, peace; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, 

For those in peril on the sea! 

 

Verse 4: O Trinity of love and power! 

Our brethren shield in danger's hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

Protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

 

L Christ is Risen! 
C He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia. 
 Romans 6:9; John 14:18 

 

 

 

 



Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

Lord, guard and guide the men who fly 

Through the great spaces in the sky. 

Be with them always in the air, 

In darkening storms or sunlight fair; 

Oh, hear us when we lift our prayer, 

For those in peril in the air! 
Mary C. D. Hamilton (1915) 

 

Introit    Psalm 100:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 101:1 

L I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 

 to you, O Lord, I will make music. 

C Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

 Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

L Know that the Lord, he is God! 

 It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

C Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 

 Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

L For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

 and his faithfulness to all generations. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 

 to you, O Lord, I will make music. 

 

Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

Eternal Father, grant, we pray, 

To all Marines, both night and day, 

The courage, honor, strength, and skill 

Their land to serve, thy law fulfill; 

Be thou the shield forevermore 

From every peril to the Corps. 
J. E. Seim (1966) 

 

 

Psalm 101:1 is the antiphon for the introit this week.  It speaks of God’s steadfast love and justice. This is 

an appropriate verse to consider as we pause on Memorial Day to remember those who have given their lives 

in the cause of preserving justice through service in our armed forces. 

Psalm 101 goes on to speak of integrity and blamelessness. How marvelous it would be to live in a world 

where everyone lives with integrity and blamelessness.  But this is not the case.  We are surrounded by 

arrogance and evil, wickedness and deceit.  We must lock our doors at night and guard our borders because of 

sin. 

God establishes government to protect us from evil.  Sometimes this evil comes from within our nation’s 

borders and we are protected by police and law enforcement.  Sometimes this evil comes from outside our 

nation’s borders and we are protected by the men and women of our armed forces. 

War is a terrible thing.  But it is more terrible to allow evil to run its course unchecked.   

Psalm 101 ends with these verses: 

 

 



6
 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land, 

    that they may dwell with me; 

he who walks in the way that is blameless 

    shall minister to me. 
7  

No one who practices deceit
 

    shall dwell in my house; 

no one who utters lies 

    shall continue before my eyes. 
8
 Morning by morning I will destroy 

    all the wicked in the land, 

cutting off all the evildoers 

    from the city of the Lord. 

 

We thank God today for the faithful in our land who have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to God 

and country to protect us from evil. 

On this day as we ponder self-sacrifice, it is impossible to not think of Jesus whose sacrifice on the cross 

was the ultimate defeat of evil.  You may have seen national cemeteries with row upon row of crosses.  How 

extremely appropriate this is.  We know that because of Jesus’ cross, we will join in eternity with those who 

have given their lives in service to their nation. 

 

Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

O God, protect the women who, 

In service, faith in thee renew; 

O guide devoted hands of skill 

And bless their work within thy will; 

Inspire their lives that they may be 

Examples fair on land and sea. 
Lines 1-4, Merle E. Strickland (1972) and 

adapted by James D. Shannon (1973) 

Lines 5-6, Beatrice M. Truitt (1948) 

 

Responsive Prayer for Memorial Day 

L Lord God, You have sustained our nation in the past and continue to bless us. We recall how so many have 

given their lives for the cause of freedom. Men and women continue to sacrifice and serve in the armed 

forces. Today, we pause to reflect and honor those who gave or who continue to sacrifice so much in the 

defense of our freedom to be faithful. 

C We remember the great courage and selfless service of so many throughout history who have 

answered the call to serve. We remember their honorable sacrifice for the freedom of others. 

Comfort the families who mourn the loss of loved ones. Comfort also those who suffer permanent 

injuries as a result of serving our nation in the military. 

L We remember with thankfulness the millions of Americans who give so generously of their life and labor 

in times of national conflict, particularly the family members of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and 

Coast Guardsmen. 

C We are grateful for the devotion and sacrifices of military families. Grant us the resources and 

willing hearts to support them. 

L Lord, You prayed earnestly for Your disciples, that they would be kept in Your name, filled with joy and 

sanctified in Your Word of truth. 

C Keep our chaplains in Your name. Fill them with the joy that comes from knowing You have 

defeated sin and death. Sanctify their ministry in Your Word of truth. 

L Gracious Lord, we ask for Your strength for our chaplains who serve in the wounded-warrior wards and in 

our military hospitals as they provide pastoral care to hurting and wounded veterans and their families. 



C Lord, mend the wounds of all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Grant their physicians knowledge 

and wisdom as they seek the best treatments for patients’ suffering. 

L God of mercy, grant patience and insight to our chaplains who serve in all branches of our armed forces. 

Only through Your sustaining love can they move out daily with confidence and joy. These and all things 

we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and fore ver. Amen. 

 

Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 

Defend those Lord who fight for right 

And work to build our Nation's might. 

The Army that goes rolling on 

With righteous pride in all they've done, 

Protect them by your forceful hand 

From every peril on the land. 
Philip Quardokus (2020) 

 

 Service Notes: 

One person may serve as Leader or this may be shared with a number of individuals. 

Read one or more of the lessons. Hymns may be sung or read. Use as much or little of this service as you 

would like. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Some liturgical portions are adapted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Lutheran Service Book 

License: 10002731 Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, Michigan 

Hymns are in the public domain. 

The remainder of this work including adaptations and the Devotional thoughts © 2020 Philip G. Quardokus. All rights reserved. 

 


