Home Worship Service for

Palm Sunday
April 2, 2023

Palm Sunday introduces Holy Week each year. There are few dates in the year on which we know precisely
what Jesus was doing on that day. Palm Sunday is one of them (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, and
Ascension Day are some of the others).

On this day, Jesus rode into Jerusalem and was recognized as the Messiah, the coming king. Unfortunately,
few, if any, really knew the character of His messiahship and kingship. The donkey should have been a clue.

It seems as though the crowds were looking for a political savior, an economic savior, or a social savior. No
one was looking for a savior who would suffer and die on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. John the Baptist
pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world but his words were forgotten by this
time.

Palm Sunday is a celebration recognizing Jesus as Messiah and king. It is important, however, that we
recognize Him for who He is rather than who we think He should be. Jesus did not come into the world to give
you success in business. Jesus did not come into the world to provide an easy and carefree life for you. Jesus
came into the world to be your Savior and grant you eternal life through faith in Him.

Next week as we celebrate His resurrection, we will look back on the events of Holy Week and see God’s
divine purpose. He came that you may have life—eternal life with God forever. “Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me!”

A suggestion for a fun project,
make paper palm branches for
Palm Sunday. Directions for this
palm branch can be found on
youtube at
https://youtu.be/YRcf95ShKdB4

All Glory, Laud, and Honor Lutheran Service Book 442, Lutheran Worship 102, The Lutheran Hymnal 160
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4 To You be-fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.

Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.

To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel - o - dy we raise.
O Source of ev - ’ry bless - ing, Our good and gra-cious King.
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In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

Let us pray: Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet
Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King
and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in
the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was
acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in
his path.

We ask that you bless children and all those who celebrate with us Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Grant that
we may ever hail Jesus as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(P)

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.



Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
have mercy and hear us.

Let us, confess before God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and as His people let us take
refuge in His infinite mercy seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, saying:

God, be merciful to me, a sinner, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. (Luke
18:13)

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Your holy Church, You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant
us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 24:7-10; antiphon Psalm 118:26

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!

Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

Kyrie
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.
O Christ, Have Mercy on us.
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.

Collect of the Day

Let us pray: Almighty God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take our flesh upon Him and
to suffer death on the cross. Grant that we may share in His obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of His resurrection; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Zechariah 9:9-12

°Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
191 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;



his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

1 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his own blood,
thus securing an eternal redemption.

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant,

so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.
He sent redemption to his people;

he has commanded his covenant forever.

Psalm 118:19-29
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90Open to me the gates of righteousness, that | may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
*This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.

21| thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.

?’The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

ZThis is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

**This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

23ave us, we pray, O LoRrD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!

2®Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LoRD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.
?"The LoRrD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.

2°0h give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good:;

for his steadfast love endures forever!

Philippians 2:5-11

*Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, °who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 'but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. ®And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. *Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, “%so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth

and under the earth, *and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse of the Day: Joel 2:13; Philippians 2:8b

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast

love;
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.



Matthew 21:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21% chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,” and he will send them at once.” “This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

>“Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.””

®The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. "They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them
their cloaks, and he sat on them. ®Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. “And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Almighty.
maker of heaven and earth. From thence He will come to judge the living

and the dead.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, the holy Christian Church,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,
was crucified, died and was buried. the forgiveness of sins,

He descended into hell. the resurrection of the body,
The third day He rose again from the dead. and the life everlasting. Amen.

He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father



Ride On, Ride On in Majesty Lutheran Service Book 441, Lutheran Worship 105, The Lutheran Hymnal 162

0|
i | | i J‘ i
D . - . ¢ o =
I Ride on, ride on in maj - es - ty! Hark! All the
2 Ride on, ride on in maj - es - ty! In low - ly
3 Ride on, ride on in maj - es - ty! The an - gel
4 Ride on, ride on in maj - es - ty! Thy last and
5 Ride on, ride on in ma - es - ty! In low - ly
—/? b
b f i i
S oo+
tribes ho - san - na cry. O Sav - lor meek, pur -
pomp ride on to die. O Christ, Thy tri - umphs
ar - mies of the sky Look down with sad  and
fierc - est  strife  is nigh. The Fa - ther on His
pomp ride on to die. Bow Thy meek head to
| I i
Y AW 2Y |
(& = - -
3
sue  Thy road, With palms and  scat - tered gar - ments strowed.
now be - gin O’er cap - tive death and con-quered sin.
won-d’ring eyes To see the ap- proach -ing sac - ri - fice.
sap - phire throne A - waits His own a - noint - ed Son.
mor - tal pain, Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign.

Public domain
Devotional thoughts:

Some childhood experiences are planted so deeply in our memories that we will never forget them. April 11,
1965, is one such day for me.

It was Palm Sunday and also confirmation day at Trinity Lutheran Church in Berrien Springs, Michigan. The
first one of my close cousins was confirmed there on that day and her parents hosted a large confirmation party
to celebrate this auspicious occasion in her life.

Her family lived out in the country and the party was at their house, mostly in the backyard. The sun was
shining brightly on this absolutely beautiful day. There was plenty to eat and drink. All of the cousins were
there and we had a terrific time playing games in the yard. It was so warm that we didn’t need sweaters or
jackets.

But if you looked out past the barn and across the fields to the south, you would have seen enormous clouds
towering into the sky. They were the kind that we called thunderheads. If | would have been older, | might have
realized how ominous this sight was on such an abnormally warm spring day.

I am not the only one who remembers April 11, 1965. Those thunderheads were the beginning of a great
disaster that was about to befall northern Indiana and southern Michigan and four other states. At about 6 p.m.
the first tornado touched down in LaPorte County, Indiana. By the time it was over, 55 confirmed tornadoes
had killed 271 people and injured over 3,662 others and caused $1.2 billion in damage. Today, this event is
known as the Palm Sunday Tornado Outbreak of April 11, 1965. It is still studied by meteorologists.



The first Palm Sunday was one of the most memorable days in Jesus’ ministry. It is recorded in all four
Gospels. | can imagine that the disciples were impressed and beaming with pride as the crowds greeted Jesus
with such an outpouring of enthusiasm. However, just like Palm Sunday in 1965, there were ominous clouds on
the horizon. By week’s end, the adoring crowds were replaced by shouts of crucify Him. It would not end well.

The road to Palm Sunday began on the Mount of Transfiguration. There, Peter, James, and John heard God’s
voice from the cloud declare, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew
17:5). Today, they hear “the daughters of Zion” shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”” Everything was falling into place!

Jesus and His disciples were recently in Jericho where He healed a blind beggar named Bartimaeus (Mark
10:46). Approaching the Mount of Olives from Jericho, it truly did seem like a mountain. The road from Jericho
to the Mount of Olives rose more than 3,500 feet to the outskirts of Bethphage.

Mark tells us that Bethphage was very near Bethany where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived. John reports
that the day before the first Palm Sunday, Martha served Jesus a dinner in their home. Lazarus was there eating
with Jesus while Mary took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed His feet (John
12:2-3).

But all was not well. We learned last Sunday that after the raising of Lazarus, Caiaphas, the high priest with
the rest of the council and the Pharisees plotted to put Jesus to death. Now, another dark and threatening cloud
came into sight. Although the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume, instead of being inspired by
Mary’s sacrificial love for Jesus, Judas made this snide remark, “Why was this ointment not sold for three
hundred denarii and given to the poor?” (John 12:5). John tells us that Judas said this, not because he cared
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and being in charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what
was put into it. He would soon find a way to get his hands on 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).

While the disciples may have been clueless, Jesus was fully aware of what His trip to Jerusalem for the
Passover would bring. He responded to Judas, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my
burial. For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me” (John 12:7-8).

The first Palm Sunday began with a lesson that we often overlook. There was a man in Bethphage who
owned a donkey and a colt. We don’t know what he had planned for them on that first day of the week but those
plans were put on hold when two of Jesus’ disciples came with this message, “The Lord needs them.” Neither
Matthew, Mark nor Luke record a moment of hesitation on the part of this man. If the Lord had a need for them
then they were His. He may not have known it at the time but this man’s donkey was about to become the most
famous donkey in history as it carried the King of kings from the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. Just think
how wonderful it would be if we all were just as willing and generous as this man in the support of the Lord’s
work when He has a need.

We don’t know if the request from Jesus was a surprise for this man but it had been in God’s plan all along.
More than 500 years before, the Prophet Zechariah knew that this day would come. He prophesied:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zechariah 9:9).

And rejoice they did!

They rejoiced with cloaks and palm branches spread out like a red carpet on the road for their coming King!
They rejoiced with shouts of “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”

This must have been an incredible sight to behold. No one could ignore the coming of King Jesus. Matthew
tells us that when He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”” The people
responded with the best answer that they could, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee” (Matthew
21:10-11). They were partially right. Jesus was a prophet. He was the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior. He was
anointed by the Holy Spirit to the office of Prophet, Priest, and King.



What did the crowds think was happening when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey? They were in
Jerusalem for the Passover. Passover was a time of remembering God’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt and
indeed all of God’s deliverance. It was also a time of looking forward to God’s future deliverance.

During Passover, Psalms 113-118 were sung. Psalms 113 and 114 were sung before the meal and Psalms
115-118 were sung after the meal. Psalm 118 must have been as familiar to them as the Common Doxology is
to us.

Psalm 118:25-26 says:

Save us, we pray, O Lord!
O Lord, we pray, give us success!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

What you may not know is that the words “Save us” from verse 25 in Hebrew are Hosanna!
Those who are familiar with Psalm 118 will recall verses 21-24

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is the Lord's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

What did they think was happening when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey? They believed that day the
Lord has made, the day to rejoice and be glad had finally come! What else could it be when the Son of David
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey in the name of the Lord? Surely this was the day of deliverance. But it was a
deliverance far beyond their imagination.

The one who was born King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2) would soon tell Pilate “My Kingdom is not of this
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that | might not be delivered
over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” (John 18:36).

Jesus was a king like no one had ever seen before or even imagined. He was not a king who would lead an
army to drive out the Romans. He was not a king who would demand taxes and tributes. He was not a king who
would bring prosperity to businesses or put a chicken in every pot. No, Martin Luther described Jesus’ ride into
Jerusalem this way, “Here there is no violence, no armor, no power, no anger, no wrath.... Here there are only
kindness, justice, salvation, mercy, and every good thing” (Luther’s Works, American Edition 20:94).

But in a few short days, by Friday morning, the storm would break upon a hill on the other side of Jerusalem.
The name of the hill was Golgotha which means the Place of the Skull. On the cross, over Jesus’ head, there
would be a sign that read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” Jesus’ disciples would experience a disaster of
epic proportions. All of their hopes and dreams would be dashed. All their “hosannas” would be silenced. All
around would be darkness.

But there was one small flickering of the light of faith in the middle of all that darkness of despair. When the
jeering and mocking stopped, one poor robber believed. From the cross next to Jesus, he turned and said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” This was one last “Hosanna.” This was one last,
“Lord, save me, | pray.”

The King of kings and Lord of lords heard this desperate prayer and answered, “Truly, | say to you, today
you will be with me in paradise.” No, Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. His is the kingdom of paradise.

King David’s greater Son still comes to us today. He doesn’t come to us riding on a donkey. Crowds no
longer shout “Hosanna.” But He comes to us by His holy word and through His sacraments. His kingdom is still

'Edward A. Engelbrecht, The Lutheran Study Bible, 1535 (St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).



not of this world. But by Holy Baptism, you were made a citizen of His kingdom. You live in His kingdom by
faith.

His kingdom touches our world when His people display kindness and love. His kingdom shines in the
darkness when His people display generosity and compassion. His kingdom shines in this world wherever two
or three are gathered together in His Name and bear one another’s burdens in a spirit of gentleness with
forgiveness.

The Palm Sunday Tornado Outbreak of April 11, 1965, was the second-largest tornado outbreak on record at
the time. Some even worse have happened since. Disasters will continue to afflict our world. There will be wars
and rumors of wars, earthquakes, and famines.

Life may be difficult. You may suffer personal disasters and tragedies. But we must always remember our
King has declared, “My kingdom is not of this world.” We are but pilgrims and strangers here.

One day, Jesus will remember our “hosannas” from today and hear our plea, “Lord, save us!” He will open
the kingdom of heaven for us and all believers. And we will spend eternity with Him in paradise.

Until that day, let us join with all believers everywhere and exclaim, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7).

God’s richest blessings to you in Christ.

On My Heart Imprint Your Image Lutheran Service Book 422, Lutheran Worship 100, The Lutheran Hymnal 179
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King of glory, Lord of hosts, lift up the gates of our hearts, and make way for Your blessed Son. Forgive
our sins and renew our souls, that we may glorify Him who died to save us.
Amen.

Heavenly Father, as we join our “hosannas” with faithful Christians throughout the world, thank You for
sending Your only-begotten Son to save us now and always. Grant that we would learn humility and
service from Him and His service to us on the cross, through the same Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

Amen.

Heavenly Father, as we enter Holy Week, grant us true and sincere hearts as we walk with Jesus to
Calvary’s holy mountain.
Amen.

F

Heavenly Father, grant that corrupt words and sinful actions would never turn our “hosannas” into shouts
of “crucify Him.” When we stumble and fall into evil ways, grant us repentance and forgiveness,
Amen.

=

Almighty God, remember our nation and its leaders. Bless all who make, administer and judge our laws,
and enable us to be good and responsible citizens.

Amen.

Almighty God, send Your holy angels to protect and keep us in Your ways, that no evil may befall us.
Graciously behold the needy, the sick and the troubled [especially ]. Satisfy us with long
life, and show us Your salvation.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and | pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

F

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.



Hosanna, Loud Hosanna Lutheran Service Book 443, Lutheran Worship 106, The Lutheran Hymnal 161
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One person may serve as Leader or this may be shared with a number of individuals.
Read one or more of the lessons. Hymns may be sung or read. Use as much or little of this service as you

would like.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Some liturgical portions are adapted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Lutheran Service Book License: 10002731 Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, Michigan
Hymns are in the public domain. The remainder of this work including adaptations and the Devotional

thoughts © 2023 Philip G. Quardokus. All rights reserved.



Enhancing Your Worship
Meditating on God’s Word and Works

| will meditate on your wondrous works. Psalm 119:27
My eyes are awake through the night watches,
That | may meditate on Your word. Psalm 119:148 NKJV

Palm Sunday
April 3-8, 2023
Maundy Thursday, April 6
Good Friday April 7

Introduction

Most modern forms of mediation turn a person inward. Biblical meditation turns a person outward toward
what God has said and done especially what He has said and done through Jesus for our salvation.

Each Sunday has its own special theme directing us to meditate on God’s word and actions. This theme is
found in the Propers of the Day (the parts of the service that change week to week). From Advent through the
Easter season these themes focus our attention on the life of Jesus from His birth to His death and resurrection.
There is always much more in the propers than can be covered in any Sunday service. God willing, I will use
the propers for Sunday to provide you with a devotion each day to help you meditate on what God has done for
you.

Monday

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 24:7-10; antiphon Psalm 118:26

Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.

Kyrie

O Lord, Have Mercy on us.
O Christ, Have Mercy on us.
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.



Psalm 24:8 asks the question of the day, “Who is this King of glory?” Everyone with palm branches,
everyone who spreads their cloaks on the road, and everyone who shouts “Hosanna” agrees that Jesus is the
king!

At Jesus’ birth, wise men from the east were the first to ask, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star [in the East] and have come to worship him” (Matthew 2:2). At the beginning of His
ministry, Jesus’ disciple, Nathanael, recognized Him as king. He said to Jesus, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49).

After Jesus fed the 5000 with five loaves and two fish, John reports, “Perceiving then that they were about to
come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself” (John 6:15).
Now at the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, everyone agrees that He is a king.

Ironically, in a certain sense, even Caiaphas and the other leaders recognized that Jesus would soon be king.
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, they had a secret meeting to deal with Jesus’ popularity. The
conversation went like this, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”
Caiaphas responded to their concerns with this unwittingly prophetic speech, “You know nothing at all. Nor do
you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should
perish” (John 11:47-50). Now, on Palm Sunday, their fears seem to have been confirmed. They must accelerate
their plot to charge Jesus with sedition. And that’s what they did.

After Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane and tried before the council, He was brought before Pilate with these
fabricated charges. “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and
saying that he himself is Christ, a king” (Luke 23:2). Since Jesus was standing before him accused of leading a
rebellion, Pilate asked, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If
my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world” (John 18:33-36).

Pilate’s reaction was to have the King of the Jews flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns
and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (John 19:1-2).

Hoping to pacify the crowd, Pilate brought the beaten and bloody Jesus out for all to see. Perhaps he thought
that they would feel sorry for Him. As Jesus stood there with a purple robe and a crown of thorns, Pilate
declared, “Behold your King!” But this mob of Caiaphas supporters shouted, “Away with him, away with him,
crucify him!” Pilate said, “Shall I crucify your King?”” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but
Caesar.” So Pilate delivered Him over to them to be crucified (John 19:14-15).

Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews”
(John 19:19). But this only encouraged the soldiers to mock Him. They said, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!” (Luke 23:37).

But there was one individual who believed in King Jesus. He was a thief crucified right next to Jesus. He
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” (Luke 23:42). Jesus would come into His
kingdom that very day. His kingdom is not of this world. His kingdom is in paradise in heaven. So He said to
the thief, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

“Who is this King of glory?” The centurion, who stood there and saw the way Jesus breathed His last, knew
the answer to that question. He said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39).

So there you have it! The King of Glory is the very Son of God who died on the cross so that you could join
Him and a thief in paradise for all eternity.



Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Lutheran Service Book 341, Lutheran Worship 24, The Lutheran Hymnal 73
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To God the Fa - ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav - ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a-lone be praise For word and deed and grace!

5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine;
Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame
We offer to Thy name.

Public domain



Let us pray. Lord, thank You for the gift of the savior who humbling came into Jerusalem riding a
donkey on the first Palm Sunday. Grand that my heart would be open wide to receive King of Kings
and the life and salvation He comes to bring, through Jesus Christ, my Lord.

Amen

Tuesday

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Verse of the Day: Joel 2:13; Philippians 2:8b

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love;
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Kyrie

O Lord, Have Mercy on us.

O Christ, Have Mercy on us.

O Lord, Have Mercy on us.

Let us pray: Almighty God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take our flesh upon Him and
to suffer death on the cross. Grant that we may share in His obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of His resurrection; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Amen.

We live in a compressed world. We live in a world of jpg, mp3, and mp4. Those letters may or may not be
familiar to you. They represent computer file extensions for pictures, music, and video. They denote special
formats used for compressing files so they will use less computer storage and bandwidth. Besides using less
computer storage, they all have another thing in common. To achieve their objective, they all lose details. They
try to do this in ways that aren’t noticeable. But if you zoom in on compressed pictures, you will see what |
mean. Compressed audio and video also lose details in the process.

Most of the time, it doesn’t matter that details are lost. We’re happy with the benefits of file compression.
But sometimes details matter.

I still remember getting my first pair of glasses. | was totally surprised by how sharp and crisp everything
was when | first put them on and saw all the details that | was missing.

While preparing for today, | discovered that our collect is the compressed version of the historic collect for
this week. Our collect is 49 words long. The historic collect is 79 words long—60% longer!

When I read through the account of Jesus’ Passion in the four Gospels, I try to be alert to every detail. |
always wish there was more. What were the other disciples doing while Peter and John were at the home of the
high priest during Jesus’ trial? Where was Mary? Exactly how far was it from Golgotha to Jesus’ tomb. Did
Pilate or the centurion ever become Christians?

Even without all these details, God has granted us the privilege of knowing the most important thing about
Christ’s Passion. He died for us! He died for us so that we will also rise from the dead and live with Him
forever in the world to come.



Here’s the uncompressed version of our collect.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may
follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Wednesday

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Verse of the Day: Joel 2:13; Philippians 2:8b

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love;
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Psalm 118:19-29

90Open to me the gates of righteousness, that | may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
“This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.

21| thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.

?’The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

2This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

**This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

2Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!

2®Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the LoRD! We bless you from the house of the LORD.
?"The LorD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us.

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!

FRFRH® G

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; | will extol you.
2°0h give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good:;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Kyrie
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.
O Christ, Have Mercy on us.
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.

Philippians 2:5-11

®Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, "but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. ®And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, %so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, *'and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Our reading from Philippians takes up the twin themes for Palm Sunday: humility and exaltation.

Theologians have long distinguished two states of the incarnation of Jesus, the eternal Son of God. They are
His States of Humiliation and Exaltation. This distinction and language come from these verses of Philippians.

Jesus’ State of Humiliation sounds strange to modern ears because our language has changed. Humiliation in
this sense does not mean embarrassment or loss of face. It has its original meaning that Jesus, God’s Son from
all eternity, chose to humble Himself to be born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus’ State of Humiliation was the process
of coming down from His throne of glory into our world. Here, He lived just as we do without any aid from His
divine nature. He was hungry and thirsty. He slept and He wept. On Palm Sunday, the King of Glory humbly
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey! His State of Humiliation reached its lowest point with His suffering and death
on the cross for the sins of the world. That was the end of His State of Humiliation but it was not the end of
Jesus.

Jesus’ triumph over the grave on Easter was the beginning of His State of Exaltation. He began His upward
journey from the depths of hell to the heights of His throne in heaven. Just as Jesus’ State of Humiliation was a
journey down from heaven, His State of Exaltation is His journey back to the right hand of the Father Almighty.
It will find its culmination when He returns to judge the living and the dead. Then “every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.”

Our reading from Philippians begins with these words, “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus.” What is “this mind” that we are supposed to have? It was mentioned in verse 4, “Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Like Jesus, Paul directs us to humbly serve
the interests of others. This is the path that Jesus took. It led Him to the cross. Can we do less?

Not too many years ago, this humble attitude of service permeated our culture. | believe that it came from the
fact that we were an overwhelmingly Christian society. Many of us know war heroes who humbly served and
refused to boast about their deeds. My father was one. He was wounded in the Korean War but chose not to
seek a Purple Heart because his fellow soldiers suffered much more terrible injuries. That attitude was not
uncommon in America.

But in a generation that has all changed. We live in a culture that is increasingly hostile to Christian ideals.
One of the less-noticed ideals to die is the concept of humility and service to others. Our culture seems to prize
the boastful and the proud and reject the modest and humble. The Apostle Paul lived in the same kind of
culture. But Christian people are different. We have been changed by Jesus’ humble service to us. Like Him, we
take up the task of serving others until He calls us to be with Him for all eternity.

Prayer: O Lord, Jesus, thank You for Your humble service to us that led You to the cross. Grant us to
also have a mind of service to others. Let none of us think more highly of ourselves than we ought. Amen.

Maundy Thursday

Jesus, | Will Ponder Now - 4

Grant that | Your passion view
With repentant grieving.

Let me not bring shame to You
By unholy living.

How could I refuse to shun
Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son
Suffered without measure?

Public domain



The name Maundy is derived through Middle English and Old French from the Latin word for
“commandment” It was on this night Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).

Maundy Thursday is the night Jesus was betrayed. We are reminded of this each time the Words of
Institution of the Lord’s Supper are spoken. While celebrating the Passover with his beloved disciples, Jesus
instituted the Sacrament of the Altar. In it, He gives His very body and blood in, with, and under the bread and
the wine for us Christians to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins.

Luther's Small Catechism

The Sacrament of the Altar
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by
Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.

Where is this written?

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?

These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For where there is
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the
main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness
of sins.”

Who receives this sacrament worthily?

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy
and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins.”

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the
words “for you” require all hearts to believe.



Hymn: Not All the Blood of Beasts Lutheran Service Book 431; Lutheran Worship 99; The Lutheran Hymnal 156
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1 Not all the blood of beasts On Jew-ish al - tars slain
2 But Christ, the heav'n-1ly Lamb, Takes all our sins a - way;
3 My faith would lay its hand On  that dear head of Thine,
4 My soul looks back to see The bur-den Thou didst bear
5 Be - liev - ing, we re - joice To see the curse re - move;
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Could give the guilt - y con-science peace Or wash a- way the stain.
A sac -r1-fice of no - bler name And rich - er blood than they.
While as a pen -1 -tent I stand, And there con-fess my sin.
When hang-ing on the curs - ed tree; I  know my guilt was there.
We  bless the Lamb with cheer - ful voice And sing His bleed-ing love.

Public domain

In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
have mercy and hear us.

Introit Ps. 116:1-4; antiphon: Ps. 116:5

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

our God is merciful.

I love the Lord, because he has heard

my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.

Then I called on the name of the Lord:

"O Lord, | pray, deliver my soul!"
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

our God is merciful.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect
O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and live.

Graciously behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Be moved in mercy to turn away this
pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
DRAWN FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS
The Lord’s Supper: Part |

+ Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, also called the Passover, drew near, and Jesus said to his disciples:
“You know that after two days is the Feast of the Passover, and the Son of Man will be given over to be
crucified.”
+ Then the chief priests and scribes assembled with the elders of the people in the palace of the high priest,
who was called Caiaphas, and consulted how they might take Jesus craftily and put him to death. But they said,
“Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people,” for they feared the people.
+ Then Satan entered into Judas, surnamed Iscariot, one of the Twelve. He went his way to the chief priests
and captains and spoke together with them how he might betray Jesus to them. They were glad to hear him. He
said to them, “What will you give me to betray him to you?”

They promised to give him money and agreed with him for thirty pieces of silver. He accepted, and from
that time he sought opportunity to betray him in the absence of the multitude.
+ Then came the first day of Unleavened Bread when they sacrificed the Passover lamb. Jesus sent Peter and
John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover, that we may eat it.”

They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?”
+ He said to them, “Go into the city and, when you have entered the city, watch for a man bearing a pitcher of
water. When he meets you, follow him into the house where he enters. You shall say to the man who lives there,
‘The Master says to you, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house. Where is room for me to
eat the Passover with my disciples?”* And he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there
make ready for us.”

The disciples did as Jesus had directed them. They came into the city and found it as he had told them; and
they made ready the Passover.

Psalm 116:12-19 (antiphon: v. 17)

2What shall I render to the LorD for all his benefits to me?

31 will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,

41 will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.

Yprecious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

10 Lorb, 1 am your servant; | am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.
71 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.

8| will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,

Yin the courts of the house of the LoORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
DRAWN FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS

The Lord’s Supper: Part Il

+ When the hour was come, Jesus sat down and the apostles with him. As they were eating, he said, “I have
longed to eat this Passover with you before | suffer, for | say to you I shall not eat of it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God.”

As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
T In the same way also he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

“Truly I say to you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new
with you in the kingdom of my Father.”



+ There was also a strife among them as to which of them should be accounted the greatest. He said to them,
“The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority over them are called
‘benefactors.” It shall not be so among you. He that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he
that is chief, as he that serves. For who is greater, he that sits at the table or he that serves? Is it not he that sits at
the table? But 1 am among you as a servant. You are they who have continued with me in my temptations. |
appoint you to a kingdom, as my Father has appointed me. You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom
and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

+ Jesus knew that his hour was come to depart from the world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who are in the world, he loved them to the end. Already Satan had put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him. Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from
God and was going to God.

Verse of the Day Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. John 13:1b

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
DRAWN FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS

The Lord’s Supper: Part lli

+  He rose from supper, laid aside his garments, and girded himself with a towel. He poured water into a basin
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which he was girded.
+ When he came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not know now, but after these things you will
understand.”

Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with me.”

Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.”

Jesus said to him, “He who has been bathed does not need to wash more than his feet, for he is clean

altogether. You are clean, but not all of you.” He knew who was to betray him; that was why he said not every
one was clean.
1 So after he had washed their feet and taken his garments and sat down again, he said to them, “Do you know
what | have done to you? You call me the Master and the Lord, and it is good that you say this, for so I am. If I,
then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. I have done this
to show you the way to do as | have done to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his lord;
neither is he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If you know these things, happy are you if you do them.

“I do not speak of you all; I know whom I have chosen. The Scripture must be fulfilled, ‘He that eats bread
with me has lifted up his heel against me.” Already now I tell you of this, before it happens, so that when it does
happen you may believe that | am he.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives anyone whom I shall send, receives me; and whoever receives
me, receives him who sent me.”

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, and sits at the right hand of God the Father

maker of heaven and earth. Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, and the dead.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, the holy Christian Church,

was crucified, died and was buried. the communion of saints,

He descended into hell. the forgiveness of sins,

The third day He rose again from the dead. the resurrection of the body,

He ascended into heaven and the life everlasting. Amen.



Devotional Thoughts

Maundy Thursday is remembered every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and hear these words, “On the
night when He was betrayed.” This is how the Apostle Paul begins His description of the Lord’s Supper that we
use as our Words of Institution at the consecration of the bread and wine. Maundy Thursday is the night Jesus
was betrayed!

Jesus knew His betrayer. He knew that this would be His Last Supper with His beloved disciples. He knew
that before sunset on the next day that His body and blood would be given and shed on the cross for the
remission of sins.

It is the Apostle Paul who gave us The Lord’s Supper as a name for this sacrament. He used this name in 1
Corinthians 11:20 while he was chiding the Corinthians for abusing the sacrament. He wrote, “When you come
together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One
goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the
church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this?
No, I will not.” (1 Corinthians 11:20-22). He then went on to explain what happened on the night Jesus was
betrayed.

Paul also gives us the name Communion for the Lord’s Supper. In 1 Corinthians 10:16 in the King James
Version, we read, “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” [Unfortunately, the word communion is
lost in the RSV, ESV, and NIV, where it is replaced with participation.] The word communion means “union
with.” Holy Communion is the sacrament where the wine is in “union with” the blood of Christ and bread is in
“union with” the body of Christ. When we come to the Lord’s Supper together and receive Christ’s body and
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine, we are also in “union with” one another.

There is a verse from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians that is no longer part of our hymnal. It was
included in the Communion service in The Lutheran Hymnal. Maybe you remember it—1 Corinthians 11:26,
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”

An often forgotten part of the Lord’s Supper is the proclamation of Jesus’ death on the cross that you
participate in every time you come to Holy Communion. When you come to the Lord’s Table, you are publicly
declaring that you believe what Jesus said is true. In the bread and wine, you are truly receiving Christ’s body
and blood given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. You are publicly taking your stand with your
fellow believers at the altar.

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
DRAWN FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS

The Lord’s Supper: Part IV

+ When Jesus had said these things, his spirit was in turmoil. He bore witness and said, “Truly, truly, I say to
you that one of you will betray me.”

The disciples looked at one another dumbfounded about whom he spoke. One of his disciples, whom Jesus
loved, was leaning on Jesus’ bosom. Simon Peter said to him, “Ask who it is of whom he is speaking.”

That disciple who was reclining on Jesus’ chest said to him, “Lord, who is it?”
T Jesus then answered, “It is the one to whom I shall give the piece of bread after I have dipped it.”

He dipped the piece of bread he had in his hand and gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. After the piece
of bread had been dipped, Satan entered into that one. Jesus said to him, “What you are doing, do quickly.”
+ No one at the table knew what the purpose was of what Jesus had said to him. Because Judas kept the
money bag, some thought Jesus had told him to buy what was needed for the feast or to give something to the
poor. When that man had received the piece of bread, he went out immediately, and it was night.
T When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and in him God is glorified. If God is
glorified in him, God will glorify him in himself, and at once he will glorify him.



1 “Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.” A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I
have loved you. For this I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
+ Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but afterwards you will follow me.”

I cry to You, O Lord;
in the morning my prayer comes before You.

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.

My moutbh is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.

Every day | will bless You
and praise Your name forever and ever.

By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.

Bless the Lord, O my soul;
and all that is within me, bless His holy name!

He redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
let my cry come to You.

Let us pray. Spare Your people, O Lord! Preserve us from this and every illness. Give healing and strength
to those who are sick, protect those who care for them, and grant us steady minds and calm hearts in the
face of fear. Comfort and protect those we hold dear in our hearts and especially those who are far from us.
You have borne our infirmities in this human flesh and purchased us with Your own blood. Keep us in this
faith and embolden us in love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

F

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.



Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane, Lutheran Service Book 436; Lutheran Worship 110; The Lutheran Hymnal 159
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Good Friday

If you wish, you may prepare seven candles to be lit before this service and to be extinguished sequentially
during the reading of the seven last words of Jesus from the cross.

Jesus, | Will Ponder Now - 5

If my sins give me alarm

And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;

Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won

By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,

God must have compassion
Public domain



“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John the Baptist spoke this prophetic
phrase at the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. Today we see these words fulfilled, as we meditate on the
death of the Son of God on our behalf. In His death, we have life.

Good Friday is the most solemn of days in the Church Year. On Good Friday Jesus was on the cross
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. From Noon until 3 p.m. there was darkness. A Tenebrae (Service of Darkness) service
recalls the darkness that accompanied the sacrifice of the Lamb of God.

Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain, Lutheran Service Book 435; Lutheran Worship 96; The Lutheran Hymnal 149
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In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

Public domain



The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John
John 18

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

"When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where
there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. “Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for
Jesus often met there with his disciples. *So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. “Then Jesus, knowing all
that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5They answered him, “Jesus
of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betra;/ed him, was standing with them. ®\When Jesus
said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. "So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” ®Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men
go.” %This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” Then
Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s
name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the
Father has given me?”

Jesus Before the High Priest

1230 the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him.
B3First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. *It was
Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.

Introit Ps. 38:1-4, 18, 22; antiphon: Is. 53:5

He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.
O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger,
nor discipline me in your wrath!
For your arrows have sunk into me,
and your hand has come down on me.
There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation;
there is no health in my bones because of my sin.
For my iniquities have gone over my head;
like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me.
I confess my iniquity;
I am sorry for my sin.
Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation!
He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John

Peter Denies Jesus

>Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high
priest, he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, ‘°but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door,
and brought Peter in. *'The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man’s disciples,



are you?” He said, “I am not.” **Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold,
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself.

The Higgh Priest Questions Jesus

The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. “Jesus answered him, “I
have spoken openly to the world. | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come
together. | have said nothing in secret. 2Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what | said to
them; they know what I said.” >When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with
his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” **Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear
witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” *Annas then sent him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.

Peter Denies Jesus Again

®Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” ?One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” ?'Peter again denied it, and
at once a rooster crowed.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect
Let us pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John

Jesus Before Pilate

Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It was early morning,
They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the
Passover. 2So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” **They
answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” *!Pilate said to
them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to
put anyone to death.” **This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he was
going to die.

My Kingdom Is Not of This World

%330 Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” *Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” *Pilate
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you
done?” *Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants
would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the
world.” *'Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this
purpose | was born and for this purpose | have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who
is of the truth listens to my voice.” ®pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him. **But you
have a custom that | should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the
King of the Jews?” “*They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.



Psalm 22:1-11

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?

’0 my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.

%Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.

“In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.

*To you they cried and were rescued:; in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

°But | am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people.

’All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;

8«He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
%Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts.
%0n you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
1Be not far from me, for trouble is near,

and there is none to help.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John

John 19

Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. >And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it
on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. *They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and
struck him with their hands. *Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you
may know that I find no guilt in him.” °So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.
Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” ®When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out,
“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in
him.” "The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made
himself the Son of God.” ®When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. *He entered his
headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. ‘°So Pilate said to
him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that | have authority to release you and authority to crucify
you?” "Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from
above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”

2From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not
Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” *3So when Pilate heard these words, he
brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic
Gabbatha. “*Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews,
“Behold your King!” *They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them,
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” *°So he delivered him
over to them to be crucified.

Psalm 22:14-19

14 am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint;

my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast;

my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death.
®For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet—
17| can count all my bones—they stare and gloat over me;

Bthey divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.

Byt you, O LoRD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid!




The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John
The Crucifixion

So they took Jesus, *“and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull,
which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. **There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side,
and Jesus between them. *Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth,
the King of the Jews.” *°Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was
near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. #So the chief priests of the Jews said to
Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,” but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.”” 22pj|ate
answered, “What I have written I have written.”

%\When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part
for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, #so they
said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the
Scripture which says,

“They divided my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.”

So the soldiers did these things, ®but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. “®*When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” ?"Then he said to the disciple, “Behold,
your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, and sits at the right hand of God the Father

maker of heaven and earth. Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, and the dead.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, the holy Christian Church,

was crucified, died and was buried. the communion of saints,

He descended into hell. the forgiveness of sins,

The third day He rose again from the dead. the resurrection of the body,

He ascended into heaven and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John

The Death of Jesus

8 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 2A jar full
of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.
%¥When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced

%ISince it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath
(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be
taken away. *So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with
him. **But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. **But one of
the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. **He who saw it has
borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. *For



these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” " And again
another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.”

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
From the Gospel of John

Jesus Is Buried

B After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews,
asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took
away his body. **Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. “°So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths
with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. “*Now in the place where he was crucified there was a
garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. “*So because of the Jewish day of
Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.

Devotional Thoughts

A few years ago, a church was being built on a corner near our house. It’s always interesting to watch new
construction, especially when it is a church. But as this project progressed, things got curiouser and curiouser.

First, a cross appeared above the door to the church. Then it disappeared. Then it reappeared. This process
was repeated several times until the cross was permanently installed above the entrance to the church.

As | discovered later, | was witnessing a disagreement between the minister and the church leaders. When
the church leaders had their say, the cross was placed above the door. Then the minister would speak to the
construction crew and the cross would come down. It seems that the minister did not want the cross because, he
said, “It doesn’t represent what we stand for.” The story ended with an appeal to the denominational leadership
and the cross remained permanently above the door of the church.

It is inconceivable to me that a Christian minister would reject the cross. But such are the times in which we
live.

Can you imagine Christianity without Jesus’ death upon a cross? What would we have left? Christianity
would be reduced to another moral code or a way of living. Unfortunately, that is all some people believe it is.
If this were true, then every religion with a moral code could be considered an optional way of life. Just pick the
one that appeals to you.

But Christianity is not just one selection in the marketplace of religion. Jesus’ cross and resurrection make all
the difference.

We have a Savior who gave His life for us. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. No
one can be saved by following a moral code, not even the best moral code. We simply can’t do it. Our faith is
different. Our faith is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. We are redeemed by Christ the
crucified.

Good Friday is essential to who we are and what we believe. Without Good Friday and Jesus’ cross, we are
still in our sins and lost for all eternity. No amount of pious living could change that.

But Jesus’ death on the cross was not the end. It was the beginning of life and salvation for us. Jesus’
resurrection on Easter was proof that God accepted the eternal sacrifice of Himself for the sins of the world. He
overcame the sharpness of death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

May God grant to you peace and comfort from the words of Jesus. May you rest secure in His loving arms
knowing that your salvation was completed by Him on the cross.



Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted, Lutheran Service Book 451; Lutheran Worship 116; The Lutheran Hymnal 153
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+ THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS +

+ THE FIRST WORD +

L) Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Prince of Peace. When you were mocked, you did not respond with harsh

words.

When you were tormented, you did not react in anger.
(L] When you were nailed to the cross, you prayed forgiveness for those who caused you to suffer.
Give to us the virtues of gentleness, patience, and a forgiving spirit, that we may repay evil with good.



(L) Teach us to love our enemies, and as children of the heavenly Father, to live in peace with all people.
Amen.

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.
(The first candle is extinguished.)
+ THE SECOND WORD +

Lord Jesus Christ, in your infinite mercy you heard the plea of the dying thief on the cross next to you.
We pray that you would open our hearts in mercy to welcome those who turn to you, and rejoice in
their salvation.
(L] When our last hour comes, hold us firm in our faith, and bring us also to live with you in Paradise.
Amen.
I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.

(The second candle is extinguished.)
+ THE THIRD WORD +

Lord Jesus Christ, while you suffered the agony of the cross, your thoughts turned to the welfare of others.
Your concern was for your mother in her sorrow.

We pray that you would regard with pity all parents who mourn the death of their children, and all
parents who sorrow because their children have gotten into trouble or forsaken their faith.

By the power of your healing, we pray that parents and children may know peace, and that relationships
may be restored.

Amen.

Dear Woman, here is your son. Here is your mother.

(The third candle is extinguished.)
+ THE FOURTH WORD +

@) Lord God, Father of all people and Creator of all that exists, you hold all people in your power.
We pray that you would not forsake the world which your Son died to redeem.
(L) Even though we still see the influence of sin and evil all around us,
assure us of your continued presence in our midst.
(L] Help us to know your love in our lives, so we can show your presence to others.
Amen.
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

(The fourth candle is extinguished.)
+ THE FIFTH WORD +

@) Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, you endured not only spiritual anguish but also physical pain on the cross in
our place.

We thirst for the healing that only you can provide.

(L] When we find ourselves suffering, give us peace and patience to endure the pain that comes our way.

Bring to our minds all that you endured for us.

(L) Give us the strength to bear our burdens by the grace of your holy example.

Amen.



I am thirsty.
(The fifth candle is extinguished.)
+ THE SIXTH WORD +

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Author and Finisher of our faith. You did not stop short of finishing the task
given to you by your Father.

We pray that you would complete in us also, everything that you intend for us.

So that as children of the heavenly Father, we may live for his glory.

Amen.

RE®

It is finished.
(The sixth candle is extinguished.)

+ THE SEVENTH WORD +

Lord Jesus Christ, as you gave your life on the cross in our place, you commended your spirit into the loving hands of your
heavenly Father.

Give us the grace to trust in you for all things.
(L] When our last hour comes, grant us peace, that we may close our eyes with confidence, knowing that we also will dwell forever in
the hands of our heavenly Father.

Amen.
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.

(The seventh candle is extinguished.)

(After the last candle is extinguished, a book may be closed loudly or other loud sound produced to indicate the total completion of
Christ's mission. You may then choose to observe a moment of silence.)

Holy Saturday

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gradual Hebrews 12:2

O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus,

the founder and perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Verse of the Day: Joel 2:13; Mark 10:45

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love;
Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.



Kyrie

O Lord, Have Mercy on us.
O Christ, Have Mercy on us.
O Lord, Have Mercy on us.

1 Peter 3:17-22
YFor it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

8ror Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, *°in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in
prison, ?®because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. **Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, *’who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

Matthew 27:57-66

>When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus.
*8He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. **And Joseph took
the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud ®°and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock.
And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. **Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

%2Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate
%3and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’
*Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and
tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” ®*Pilate said to
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” ®*So they went and made the tomb
secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man! It has become common in the last few years to vilify the rich.
Sometimes rich people seem to deserve the criticism that they receive. However, it is important to remember
that being rich is not a sin and that rich people can also be faithful! While Peter was in hiding, a rich man named
Joseph of Arimathea made sure that Jesus’ body received a proper burial.

Today, inside the Church of the Holy Sepalcure you can visit the gravesite of Jesus. It was originally a
tomb cut in the rock by Joseph to be used for his burial.

On Palm Sunday, a donkey owner gave his never-ridden steed to Jesus for His temporary use because the
Lord had need of it (Luke 19:31). On Holy Saturday, we remember that Joseph gave his new unused tomb to
Jesus for His temporary use because the Lord had need of it. (It also fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 53:9. As a
side note, the care of Jesus’ body in death should serve as an example for those contemplating their own
funerals.)

On this Holy Saturday, as we recall Jesus’ repose in the tomb, let us remember that He sanctifies the graves
of the saints. As His time in the burial chamber ended in His resurrection, so also we rejoice that our time in the
grave will end when we join all believers in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.

Prayer: O God, creator of heaven and earth, grant that as the crucified body of Your dear Son was laid in
the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with Him the coming of the third day, and rise
with Him to newness of life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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