
Home worship service during time of isolation and social distancing. 

 

Palm Sunday 
March 29, 2020 

 

Today we recall both our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem with palms and clothing paving the way and also his passion.  We 

begin today a truly “holy” week, one set apart for the special purpose of remembering and honoring Christ for the gift of salvation 

through his “holy, precious blood, and his innocent suffering and death.” 

 

 
 

L In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

P Let us pray: Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet 

Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King 

and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in 

the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: All Glory, Laud, and Honor Lutheran Service Book 442, Lutheran Worship 102, The Lutheran Hymnal 160 
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A suggestion for a fun project, 

make paper palm branches for 

Palm Sunday. Directions for this 

palm branch can be found on 

youtube at 

https://youtu.be/YRcf95hKdB4 

https://youtu.be/YRcf95hKdB4
https://youtu.be/YRcf95hKdB4


 

 
P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day He entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was 

acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in 

his path. 

 

 We ask that you bless children and all those who celebrate with us Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Grant that 

we may ever hail Jesus as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C  Amen. 

 
L Holy God, holy and most gracious Father, 
C have mercy and hear us. 

 
L Since we have gathered to hear God’s Word, let us consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 

sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  

C God, be merciful to me, a sinner, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 

Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 

Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit  Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 

Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 

Kyrie 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 



Collect of the Day 
L Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our 

flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great 

humility and patience and be made  partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Zechariah 9:9–12 
        9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

        Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

      behold, your king is coming to you; 

        righteous and having salvation is he, 

      humble and mounted on a donkey, 

        on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
        10

I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

        and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

      and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

        and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

      his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

        and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
        11

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

        I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
        12

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

        today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
Psalm 118:19–29 (antiphon: v. 26) 
19

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

that I may enter through them 

and give thanks to the LORD. 

20
This is the gate of the LORD; 

the righteous shall enter through it. 

21
I thank you that you have answered me 

and have become my salvation. 

22
The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 

23
This is the LORD’s doing; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24
This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25
Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

26
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

27
The LORD is God, 

and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

up to the horns of the altar! 



28
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

you are my God; I will extol you. 

29
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures forever! 

Philippians 2:5–11 
5
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

6
who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 
8
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Verse of the Day He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

Phil. 2:8b  
Matthew 21:1–9 
1
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples, 
2
saying to them,  “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 

and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 
3
If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 

needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 
4
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

  
        5

“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

      ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

        humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

  
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 

7
They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them 

their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
8
Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9
And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!” 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

Lutheran Service Book 441, Lutheran Worship 105, The Lutheran Hymnal 162 
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Devotional Thoughts (see below) 

 

L I cry to You, O Lord; 
C in the morning my prayer comes before You. 

 

L Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

L My mouth is filled with Your praise, 

C and with Your glory all the day. 

 

L Every day I will bless You 

C and praise Your name forever and ever. 

 

L By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness, 

C O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

 

L Bless the Lord, O my soul; 

C and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 
L He redeems your life from the pit 

C and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

 

L Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C let my cry come to You. 

 

 



 

 

 
L Let us pray. Spare Your people, O Lord! Preserve us from this and every illness. Give healing and strength 

to those who are sick, protect those who care for them, and grant us steady minds and calm hearts in the 

face of fear. Comfort and protect those we hold dear in our hearts and especially those who are far from us. 

You have borne our infirmities in this human flesh and purchased us with Your own blood. Keep us in this 

faith and embolden us in love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 

 
Hymn: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,  

Lutheran Service Book 443, Lutheran Worship 106, The Lutheran Hymnal 161 
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Service Notes: 

One person may serve as Leader or this may be shared with a number of individuals. 

Read one or more of the lessons. Hymns may be sung or read. Use as much or little of this service as you 

would like. 

 

Devotional thoughts: 
 

    “To dream the impossible dream, To fight the unbeatable foe, To bear with unbearable sorrow, To run 

where the brave dare not go” These words written by Joe Darion for the Tony Award winning musical Man of 

La Mancha could well have been sung by the crowds on the first Palm Sunday as Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 

The adoring crowds shouting “Hosanna” and lining the route from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem had an 

Impossible Dream.  Their impossible dream was to defeat an unbeatable foe. They saw the Roman Empire as 

foul and wicked gentile overlords. They were idolaters who imposed unjust taxes. They were pagans who 

violated every sense of decency and righteousness.  But now coming into Jerusalem was a champion named 

Jesus, Savior. 

Wasn’t the Old Testament filled with such champions who defeated unbeatable foes?  What about David 

and his breathtaking defeat of the disgusting giant Goliath? What about Sampson and his awesome deeds? What 

about Joshua and the astounding destruction of Jericho?  Not to mention Moses and the whole multitude of Old 

Testament heroes.  Maybe this dream wasn’t impossible after all. 

In fact only a few generations before an unbeatable foe had been driven out of Jerusalem and the temple was 

cleansed from pagan defilement. The Seleucids (who were every bit as hated as the Romans) were defeated by 

the great Maccabean Revolt of 167BC.  In celebration of the recapture of Jerusalem and the rededication of the 

temple, they sang hymns and waved palm branches (1 Maccabees 13:49-52; 2 Maccabees 10:1-9). 

Now they are waving palm branches and singing again.  They are singing Psalm 118, one of the great 

Passover Psalms.   

Save us [Hosanna in Hebrew], we pray, O Lord!  

    O Lord, we pray, give us success! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! (Psalm 118:25-26)  

No, their dream was not impossible. Jesus had at His disposal twelve legions of angels (Matthew 26:53), 

more than enough to defeat any Roman army. No, their dream was not impossible but theirs was the wrong 

dream! 

Jesus explained this to Pilate when He said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 

world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is 

not from the world” (John 18:36).  

Jesus had not come into the world to defeat the Romans and relieve the people from the burden of taxes.  

Jesus came into the world to defeat a much more unbeatable foe, death itself!  On the cross the loathsome 

enemies of sin, death, and the devil would fall in defeat.  As St. Paul writes, “Death is swallowed up in victory” 

(1 Corinthians 15:54). Now we sing “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 

the highest!” Jesus lives! The victory’s won! Death no longer can appall me. 

It seems that today one of the highest and most noble aspirations is to follow your dream. Young people are 

constantly encouraged to follow their hearts. To obtain our ambitions, dreams, and goals is the epitome of 

success! 

But do we ever stop to ask if we have the right dream?  Is it noble to follow a false, misleading dream? Isn’t 

it more proper to ask, “What does God want me to do?”  “How can I best serve the Lord?” 

It seems that the news regarding Covid-19 becomes more dire each day. Infection rates and the death tolls 

are rising to unheard of numbers.  It is natural for us to dream the impossible dream that some cure or treatment 

will be found.  As God’s people we sincerely pray “to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that 

we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20) that this current scourge would come to an end.  And then we trust that God 

will answer us in His own time and in His own way according to His good and gracious will. 

However, we dare not turn our dreams into God’s will. We are called to humbly join Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane and pray, “Not my will, but Thine, be done” (Luke 22:42).  



As we examine Scripture, we can discern God’s will. It is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 

10:27). 

What is my impossible dream?  It is that we and all the Christian people would take up our cross and follow 

Jesus during this coming Holy Week and always.  How? We do this by bearing each other’s burdens (Galatians 

6:2) and sharing with those in need (Ephesians 4:28). This time of national crisis has provided ample 

opportunity for us to do this. 

 

God’s richest blessings to you in Christ. 

 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Some liturgical portions are adapted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Reprinted with permission. Lutheran Service Book License: 10002731 Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, 

Michigan 

Hymn selections are in the public domain. 

The remainder of this work including adaptations and the Devotional thoughts © 2020 Philip G. Quardokus. 

All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Enhancing Your Worship 

Meditating on God’s Word and Works 
 

I will meditate on your wondrous works. Psalm 119:27 

My eyes are awake through the night watches, 

That I may meditate on Your word. Psalm 119:148 NKJV 

 

Holy Week 
 

 

Introduction 

Most modern forms of mediation turn a person inward.  Biblical meditation turns a person outward toward 

what God has said and done especially what He has said and done through Jesus for our salvation.   

The week following Palm Sunday leading to Easter is often called Holy Week or Passion Week.  During 

most of the year the lessons and propers for Sunday carry on through the entire week.  However, each day of 

Holy Week has its own appointed set of lessons and propers.  In some places and in times past the faithful 

would gather in church for worship each day of Holy Week with special services on Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday.  During this time of national emergency and distress it is unwise for Christians to gather.  I offer 

to you special home worship services to use this week for your Biblical meditation.  If you would like to read 

the entire account of Jesus’ Passion from Holy Scripture it is recorded in Matthew 26-27; Mark 14-15; Luke 22-

23; and John 18-18. 

 

Monday in Holy Week 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

  Jesus, I will ponder now 

    On Your holy passion; 

With Your Spirit me endow 

    For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith 

    May the image cherish 

Of Your suff’ring, pain, and death 

    That I may not perish. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 
 

L Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 

 my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. 

C For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 

 my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my bones waste away. 

L Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, especially to my neighbors, and an object of 

dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. 

C For I hear the whispering of many—terror on every side!— 

 as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. 



L But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, "You are my God." 

C My times are in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 

L Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 

C my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. (Ps. 31:10–11, 13–15; antiphon: Ps. 31:9) 

 

John 12:1–13 
1
Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead. 
2
So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with 

him at the table. 
3
Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the 

feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4
But 

Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 
5
“Why was this ointment not sold for 

three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 
6
He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he 

was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
7
Jesus said, 

“Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 
8
The poor you always have with you, but you 

do not always have me.” 

      
9
When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but 

also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
10

So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death 

as well, 
11

because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

      
12

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
13

So 

they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

 

The Gospel lesson for Monday of Holy Week brings us to the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus for a 

most wonderful dinner.  It is impossible to overstate the joy and love for Jesus on this astonishing day! 

Lazarus has just been raised from the dead.  Martha is serving dinner while Mary anoints Jesus with pure 

nard. It was the best of times. It was the worst of times. Palm Sunday would follow with festive shouts of 

hosanna but so would each day of the week until Jesus’ body would again be anointed. But this time it would 

be anointed for burial.  

You may be experiencing this same mixture of joy and sorrow, festivity and distress, calm and strife. Such 

is the roller coaster of watching the daily news. Babies are born.  Acts of kindness abound.  Every day bravery 

and compassion are seen in medical workers, first responders and care givers. Yet countless people are sick.  

Many have died. The projected death toll is staggering. 

Jesus is fully aware of this paradox in your life.  In this sinful world a day never goes by without a tinge of 

sadness mixed with joy.  And so it will be until the end.  

This is why Jesus came into the world. He came to bring an end to sadness, sickness, and death.  Yes, 

Jesus could see His impending death but He could also look past the cross to the resurrection on Easter morn. 

During this time of dire news and constant anxiety let us fix our eyes on Jesus who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross.  Let us look past Good Friday to Easter.  Let us rest confidently in our Savior’s arms 

knowing that one day our joy will be as pure as the nard Mary used to anoint Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer: Almighty God, grant that in the midst of our failures and weaknesses we may be restored through 

the passion and intercession of Your only-begotten Son. Let us not grow weary in times of distress. Grant us 

joy in the knowledge of our salvation won for us on the cross by Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday in Holy Week 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now - 2 

 

 Make me see Your great distress, 

    Anguish, and affliction, 

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness 

    And Your crucifixion; 

Make me see how scourge and rod, 

    Spear and nails did wound You, 

How for them You died, O God, 

    Who with thorns had crowned You. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 
 

L Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. 

C My tears have been my food day and night, 

 while they say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 

L I say to God, my rock: “Why have you forgotten me? 

 Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?” 

C As with a deadly wound in my bones, my adversaries taunt me, 

 while they say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 

L Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. (Ps. 42:3, 9–10; antiphon: Ps. 42:5–6a) 

 

Mark 14:1-2, 12-15 
1
It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the 

scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 
2
for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be 

an uproar from the people.” 

      
12

And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to 

him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
13

And he sent two of his disciples 

and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 
14

and wherever 

he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the 

Passover with my disciples?’ 
15

And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for 

us.” 
16

And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 

Passover. 

 

If the sky is clear tonight, look up!  The moon is full today.  The moon is always full the week before Easter.  

Passover will begin tomorrow at sunset.  The Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar. It is based on the phases of the 

moon.  The first of the month begins with the new moon.  14 days later the moon is full. Passover is celebrated 

on the 15th of Nisan (our current Hebrew month) that began with the last new moon on March 24. 

This is why Easter moves on our solar calendar from year to year. We know from the Bible that Jesus 

suffered and died at the time of the Passover. We also know from the Bible that Jesus rose from the dead on 

Sunday, the first day of the week. The date for Easter is determined so that both of those facts will be true every 

year. 



So look up and see the full moon.  This is the same moon that Jesus saw as He prayed in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. As you consider the moon remember that from the time of Moses until now at this time of the year 

under the same moon God’s people have been celebrating deliverance from slavery. In the Old Testament they 

were celebrating their deliverance from slavery in Egypt when the angel passed over homes marked with the 

blood of a lamb.  In the New Testament we celebrate our deliverance from our slavery to sin when the very 

Lamb of God shed His blood on the cross. 

This is a difficult time for us all.  It seems to be getting worse rather than better.  God’s people have always 

had difficult times.  And God has delivered them with the gift of His Son. We know that we are but pilgrims 

and strangers here. Heaven is our home! 

Until then, take comfort in the words of St. Peter: 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
 
who by God's power are being guarded through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious 

than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.  – 1 Peter 1:3-7  

   

Prayer:   Almighty and everlasting God, grant us by Your grace so to pass through this holy time of our 

Lord’s passion that we may obtain the forgiveness of our sins. Let us not lose hope. Grant that we will not 

grow wearing in well doing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week 
Jesus, I Will Ponder Now - 3 

 

 Yet, O Lord, not thus alone 

    Make me see Your passion, 

But its cause to me make known 

    And its termination. 

Ah! I also and my sin 

    Wrought Your deep affliction; 

This indeed the cause has been 

    Of Your crucifixion. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

 
L In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can man do to me? 

C Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; 

 all day long an attacker oppresses me; 

L my enemies trample on me all day long, 

 for many attack me proudly. 

 



C When I am afraid, 

 I put my trust in you. 

L In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; 

 I shall not be afraid. 

C In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 

 What can man do to me?  (Ps. 56:1–4a; antiphon: Ps. 56:11) 

 
 

John 13:34–35 
34

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 

one another. 
35

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

We often can be so caught up in preparations that we forget that Holy Week and Easter are about only one 

thing: Love.  First, we ponder God’s love for us sinners. “God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

Second, we show our love to others. “As I have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 13:34). 

The love of Christian people one for another was striking to the pagan culture of the ancient world. An 

ancient Christian writer named Tertullian born in AD 155 reports that the unbelievers of his day would look at 

Christians and say, “Behold, how they love one another!”  “How ready they are to die for one another!”   He 

also reports that these people were suspicious of Christians because they called each other brother.  

It seems that the early Christians took these words of Jesus to heart and truly did love one another in a way 

that was striking to the world around them.  As our world seems to revert more and more to the pagan morality 

and culture of ancient Rome, how wonderful it would be if they would look at us today and marvel, “Behold, 

how they love one another!” 

We know from history that Christian people cared wonderfully for widows, orphans, and the sick and dying.  

The first hospitals and institutions of charity were established by Christians living out Jesus’ command to love 

one another.  Even today we still have a few hospitals named Lutheran, Catholic, Presbyterian, and the like. 

During this time of national crisis I pray that the unbelieving world would say, “Behold, how they love one 

another. 

 

Prayer:  Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all to 

bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the 

power of sin, death, and the devil. Grant that we may truly love one another as Jesus has loved us through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
Please download the special home worship service for Maundy Thursday. 

 

Good Friday 
Please download the special home worship service for Good Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Saturday  
 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now - 6 

 

 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

 
L For my soul is full of troubles, 

 and my life draws near to Sheol. 

C O Lord, God of my salvation; 

 I cry out day and night before you. 

L You have put me in the depths of the pit, 

 in the regions dark and deep. 

C Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 

 and you overwhelm me with all your waves. 

L I am shut in so that I cannot escape; my eye grows dim through sorrow. 

 Every day I call upon you, O Lord; I spread out my hands to you. 

C For my soul is full of troubles, 

 and my life draws near to Sheol.  (Ps. 88:1, 6–7, 8c–9; antiphon: Ps. 88:3) 

 

Matthew 27:57–66 
57

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 
58

He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 
59

And Joseph took 

the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 
60

and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. 

And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 
61

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

      
62

Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 
63

and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 
64

Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and 

tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 
65

Pilate said to 

them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 
66

So they went and made the tomb 

secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

 
The other Joseph.  The first one was poor. This one is rich.  The first one was from Nazareth. This one is 

from Arimathea. The first one was there at Jesus’ birth (possibly in a grotto used as a stable.)  This one is there 

at Jesus’ death and laid Jesus’ body in his own new tomb cut in the rock.  The first one sought no glory, only to 

love Jesus.  This one risked his life and reputation to show love to Jesus in His death. 



Many lessons can be learned from both Josephs. Many comparisons can be made between Jesus’ birth and 

death.  On this solemn day let us remember that Jesus died for both Josephs even as he died for all.  It matters 

not whether you are rich or poor, slave or free, male or female, from small town or city, famous or unknown, 

black or white, Asian or European, native or immigrant, Jesus died for you. 

As I write this, the prediction is that we are in the very worst peak days of the Covid-19 outbreak. The 

numbers of infections and deaths have been rising in a staggering way all week. These are bleak and dark times. 

It was such a time on that first Holy Saturday. Joseph, the women at the cross, and the disciples must have 

been overwhelmed with grief and doubt. The future looked drab and depressing. They were miserable and 

forlorn.  Many of us most certainly are feeling this way right now.  Yet we know what they did not.  Tomorrow 

is Easter.  Jesus is raised from the dead.  Just as certainly as Jesus rose from the dead, we too shall rise. 

St. Peter writes, “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the 

flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever” (1 Peter 1:24-25). Our time here on earth is limited but 

God’s promises remain true forever. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). 

Since we know the outcome of Jesus’ life, we also know the outcome of our lives.  As St. Paul says, let us 

live in hope during these difficult times. 

Romans 5:1-5  
1
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 

of the glory of God. 
3
 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance,
 4

 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
 5

 and hope does not put us to 

shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

Prayer: O God, creator of heaven and earth, grant that as the crucified body of Your dear Son was laid in 

the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with Him the coming of the third day, and rise 

with Him to newness of life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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