
Home Worship Service for  

 

The Holy Trinity 
June 4, 2023 

 

Trinity Sunday is the last Sunday of the festival half of the Church Year.  It allows us to pause for a moment 

and contemplate the mystery of God Himself and His awe-inspiring plan of salvation in which the Triune God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, works in concert for sinners such as us. 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lutheran Service Book 168, Lutheran Worship 160, The Lutheran Hymnal 246 
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L In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 124:8) 
 
L Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.  

C Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. (Psalm 19:12, 13) 

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord who could stand?  

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. (Psalm 130:3–4) 

 

L Let us, confess before God that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and as His people let us take 

refuge in His infinite mercy seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, saying:  

C God, be merciful to me, a sinner, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. (Luke 

18:13) 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Your holy Church, You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant 

us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and 

praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

Introit    Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
 

L Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

C I have set the Lord always before me; 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

L Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure. 

C For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

 or let your holy one see corruption. 

L You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

 
Kyrie 

 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory to God in the Highest 
 

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

C Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we give You thanks, and we 

praise You for Your glory. 



L Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, You are Lord and God, You are the Lamb of God: 

C Lord Jesus Christ, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, You are seated at the right hand of the Father; and we ask you to graciously receive our 

prayer. 

C For You alone are the Holy One,  

 You alone are the Lord, 

 You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

L Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the 

eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine 

Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Genesis 1:1-8; 24-28; 31; 2:1-3  
Note: The appointed reading for today is the entirety of Genesis 1:1—2:4.   

You may wish to read the complete account later today. 

   
      1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
2
The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4
And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
6
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

waters.” 
7
And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 

were above the expanse. And it was so. 
8
And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the second day. 
 

24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping 

things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
25

And God made the beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27

So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

28
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 

on the earth.” 
 

31
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day. 

1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

2
And on the seventh day God finished 

his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 
3
So God blessed 

the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Gradual Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 
 

L Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

C and his greatness is unsearchable. 

L On your wondrous works, I will meditate, 

C and I will declare your greatness. 
 

Psalm 8 
 

L 
1
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 You have set your glory above the heavens. 

C 
2
Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, 

 to still the enemy and the avenger. 

L 
3
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

C 
4
what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 

L 
5
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 

C 
6
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;  

 you have put all things under his feet, 

L 
7
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

C 
8
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

L 
9
O LORD, our Lord, 

C how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 

Acts 2:14a, 22–36 

 
14

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did 

through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
23

this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 
24

God raised him up, loosing 

the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 
25

For David says concerning him, 

  

      “‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

        for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
        26

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

        my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
        27

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

        or let your Holy One see corruption. 
        28

You have made known to me the paths of life; 

        you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  

      
29

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30

Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 

to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31

he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 

the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
32

This Jesus God raised up, and 

of that we all are witnesses. 
33

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
34

For 

David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

  

      “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

      Sit at my right hand, 



        35
until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

  
36

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 

 

Matthew 28:16–20 
 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28

th
 chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
16

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17

And when they 

saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 
19

 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Note: The Athanasian Creed is often read on Trinity Sunday.  It is included at the end of this service.  It may 

be read now in place of the Apostles’ Creed or it may be read later in private devotions. 

Early in the fourth century, a North African pastor named Arius began teaching that Jesus Christ was not 

truly God but rather the first of creation.  The Church responded decisively in A.D. 325 with a statement of faith 

(The Nicene Creed), which confesses what the Bible says, that Jesus is, in fact, truly God.  Toward the end of 

the fifth century, another creed was written that describes further the mystery of the Trinity.  This creed is 

named for Athanasius, who stood up for Christ against the attack of Arius upon Jesus' divinity. 

   The Athanasian Creed proclaims the teachings of the Bible and the universal Christian or catholic faith 

concerning God as He has revealed Himself to us as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the One we know 

as the Holy Trinity.  The true church of all times and all places has confessed this faith.  More than 15 centuries 

later, the church continues to confess this truth, confident that the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has 

given Himself for our salvation.  
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen

 



 

 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 
Lutheran Service Book 498, Lutheran Worship 158, The Lutheran Hymnal 233 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 

7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! Amen. 
 

Public domain 

 

Devotional thoughts: 
 

I was baptized at Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, so was my father.  My mother and father were 

confirmed there.  My mother was baptized at Trinity Lutheran Church in Berrien Springs and I attended Trinity 

Lutheran School in Sawyer.  My brother-in-law was pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Glendora.  With this 

background, you can understand why that for a long time, I was suspicious of any church not named Trinity! 

As it turns out, this was not a bad thing.  God’s revelation of Himself as triune or the Holy Trinity is 

constantly under attack. To be on guard against such attacks is a good thing. 

One sophomoric attack on the Trinity is the comment often heard, “The word Trinity does not appear in the 

Bible.” A flippant answer would be, “Of course, none of our English words appear in the Greek or Hebrew 

Bible.” A more serious response is this, “We use the word Trinity or Holy Trinity or Triune God to summarize 

everything that the true God says about Himself in the Bible.”   



The concept of the Holy Trinity is found everywhere in the Bible.  The most noticeable place is recorded in 

our Gospel lesson for today, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  God has revealed Himself to be three 

persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The Bible also teaches that there are not three gods but only 

one.  1 Corinthians 8:4 tells us, “There is no God but one.” An in-depth study of the Bible also leads us to 

discover that all three persons are fully and completely God!  They are not simply one-third god each so that 

added together they make one God.   

Is this difficult to understand?  Yes!  In fact, it is impossible to understand.  This is why every human 

explanation of the Holy Trinity falls short or leads to false teaching.  It’s no wonder that some people attack the 

idea of the Trinity.  Humans like to have everything fit neatly into their minds.  We like to keep things simple.  

With God this is impossible.  No one can completely understand God.  We must all admit that God is a mystery, 

beyond all human comprehension.  God, Himself, tells us this in Isaiah 55:8-9: 

 
8 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
9 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

The early Christians were totally aware of this.  It is clear from the epistles that the apostles were teaching 

about the Trinity even though they didn’t use the word. For example, St. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 13:14, 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

Sometime between the year 100 and 200 Christians started to use the word “trinity” to describe everything 

that the Bible says about our one true God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From the Apostles’ Creed, through the 

Nicene Creed, to the Athanasian Creed we discover that Christians have been totally aware of the Bible’s 

teaching about God. 

While we cannot understand the concept of the Triune God or Holy Trinity, God’s revelation about Himself 

is a great comfort to us.  God, the Father, has created us and when we fell into sin, He put in place His plan of 

salvation.  Throughout the Old Testament, God continually reveals His mercy and steadfast love in the 

promised savior.  Then when the right time came, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our savior. 
4 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, 
5 

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6 

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 
7 

So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.  

Galatians 4:4-7 

Jesus, the Son, came into the world to fulfill the promises of God and to live, die, and rise again for our 

salvation.  Upon His ascension into heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit from the Father to bring us to faith, grant us 

forgiveness, life, and salvation through the word. 

While we cannot understand the Trinity, we can describe Him.  The Athanasian Creed is the most complete 

and thorough description of our Triune God.  It is sometimes daunting to read.  If you want a description of the 

Holy Trinity that may be easier to digest, turn to Luther’s Small Catechism, especially the questions and 

answers in the explanation under the First Commandment and the Creed. 

 

God’s richest blessings to you in Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay  
Lutheran Service Book 505, Lutheran Worship 170, The Lutheran Hymnal 247 
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L Let us pray. Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth, we bless Your name. You have called us out of darkness 

into Your marvelous light. Guard us Your children who You have purchased with the precious blood of 

Jesus Christ. Keep us in the true faith, without error, schism or compromise, until that day when You 

welcome us to our eternal home in heaven. 

C Amen. 

 

 



L Almighty Father, as the Holy Spirit hovered over the face of the deep, You uttered Your Word and the 

world was created. In the waters of Holy Baptism, You have spoken our names and declared us to be 

righteous. You have drawn us to Jesus, the light of life, and saved us. Let His light now shine through us, 

that others may see our good works and give glory to You. 

C Amen. 
 

L God of compassion and Light in this world of darkness, You sent the Holy Spirit to Your Church as the 

comforter. Soothe the wounds of Your people. According to Your will, bring restoration to broken 

families, heal the sick, uplift the depressed, provide for the poor, uphold the forgotten and answer the 

prayers of all who call out to You for aid. Let Your blessings rest upon all medical personnel and first 

responders who come to our aid in time of need.  

C Amen. 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 

We All Believe in One True God 
Lutheran Service Book 953, Lutheran Worship 212, The Lutheran Hymnal 252 - Public domain

 

 

 

 



 

Lutheranism is not a new faith, but the continuation of the historic, Christian faith of all times and places.  

In this sense Lutheranism is catholic, a word that comes from two Greek words, meaning “according to the 

whole.” With Christians of all times and all places, we confess what God’s Word teaches—nothing more, and 

nothing less.  For this reason, we confess the ancient creeds of the Church:  the Apostles’, Nicene, and 

Athanasian Creeds. 

The Athanasian Creed: Early in the fourth century, a North African pastor named Arius began teaching 

that Jesus Christ was not truly God but rather the first of creation.  The Church responded decisively in A.D. 

325 with a statement of faith (The Nicene Creed), which confesses what the Bible says that Jesus is, in fact, 

truly God.  Toward the end of the fifth century, another creed was written that describes further the mystery of 

the Trinity.  This creed is named for Athanasius, who stood up for Christ against the attack of Arius upon Jesus' 

divinity. 

   The Athanasian Creed proclaims the teachings of the Bible and the universal Christian or catholic faith 

concerning God as He has revealed Himself to us as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the One we know 

as the Holy Trinity.  The true church of all times and all places has confessed this faith.  More than 15 centuries 

later, the church continues to confess this truth, confident that the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, has 

given Himself for our salvation.  

 
The Athanasian Creed 

 

Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic* faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

And the catholic* faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the 

substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty 

coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so also 

are we prohibited by the catholic* religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated 

above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 



Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the 

same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from the substance of 

His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic* faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 

 
*Note: The word catholic here does not indicate The Roman Catholic Church which is written with an 

uppercase “C”. Here catholic is used in its original sense of “universal” or “the whole Christian Church.”  In 

this sense, the Lutheran Church is part of the catholic church and its most authentic representation in the world 

today.  We believe that the Roman Catholic Church is a part of the catholic or universal church. However—as 

defined by its dogma—it is a product of the 16
th

 Century Council of Trent. 

Pastor Quardokus
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Notes: 

One person may serve as Leader or this may be shared with a number of individuals. 

Read one or more of the lessons. Hymns may be sung or read. Use as much or little of this service as you 

would like. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Some liturgical portions are adapted from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Lutheran Service Book License: 10002731 Christ Lutheran Church, Stevensville, Michigan 

Hymns are in the public domain. The remainder of this work including adaptations and the Devotional 

thoughts © 2023 Philip G. Quardokus. All rights reserved. 
 

 



Enhancing Your Worship 

Meditating on God’s Word and Works 
 

I will meditate on your wondrous works. Psalm 119:27 

My eyes are awake through the night watches, 

That I may meditate on Your word. Psalm 119:148 NKJV 

 

The Week of  

Trinity Sunday 

June 5 – 10, 2023 
 

Introduction 

Most modern forms of mediation turn a person inward.  Biblical meditation turns a person outward toward 

what God has said and done especially what He has said and done through Jesus for our salvation.   

Each Sunday has its own special theme directing us to meditate on God’s word and actions.  This theme is 

found in the Propers of the Day (the parts of the service that change week to week).  From Advent through the 

Easter season these themes focus our attention on the life of Jesus from His birth to His death and resurrection. 

There is always much more in the propers than can be covered in any Sunday service.  God willing, I will use 

the propers for Sunday to provide you with a devotion each day to help you mediate on what God has done for 

you. 

 

Monday  

 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 

 
Introit    Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
 

L Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

C I have set the Lord always before me; 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

L Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure. 

C For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

 or let your holy one see corruption. 

L You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

 



Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

 

Thinking about the Holy Trinity is not simply a mental exercise or an excursion into an esoteric doctrine. 

Thinking about the Holy Trinity is thinking about God and His love for us.  It helps us to understand that God, 

in the totality of His being, has been working for our salvation. 

In this, we rejoice and are glad because our Triune God has rescued us from sin, death, and eternal 

damnation.  God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—has set us on the path of life.  Because the Father 

sent the Son, because the Son came, because the Father and the Son have sent the Holy Spirit, we will one day 

experience the fullness of joy in God’s presence forevermore. 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. Let us give glory to him because he has shown his 

mercy to us. 

 

L Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thank you for the gift of salvation. 

Grant that we may remain faithful unto death and so receive the crown of life and live in your presence 

forevermore. 

C Amen 

 

O Blessed, Holy Trinity Lutheran Service Book 876, Lutheran Worship 479, The Lutheran Hymnal 541 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 



Tuesday 
  

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 

 

Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

 

L Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 

Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep 

us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and 

reign, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Trinity Sunday is a day to reflect on God’s grace, God’s undeserved love for us sinners.  Without God’s 

grace, we would never know Jesus or come to faith. Our natural tendency is to rely on our own strengths and 

abilities.  In God’s revelation of Himself as the Triune God, we are overwhelmed with our inability to 

comprehend God.  We are driven to the realization that we must rely on God who is far beyond our meager 

abilities.  

Trinity Sunday reminds us that an awesome God has reached into our world to save sinners.  We stand with 

Isaiah when he first beheld the glory of God and heard the worship of the angels. 

 
6 

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 

and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2
 
Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: 

with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3 

And one 

called to another and said: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

 
4 

And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house 

was filled with smoke. 
5 
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 

hosts!” 

 
6 

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken 

with tongs from the altar. 
7 

And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

Isaiah 6:1-7  

 

Prayer:  Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 

Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us 

steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



Father Most Holy  
Lutheran Service Book 504, Lutheran Worship 175, The Lutheran Hymnal 240 
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Wednesday  
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 
 

Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 
 

Psalm 8 
 

L 
1
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 You have set your glory above the heavens. 

C 
2
Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, 

 to still the enemy and the avenger. 

L 
3
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

C 
4
what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 



L 
5
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 

C 
6
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;  

 you have put all things under his feet, 

L 
7
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

C 
8
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

L 
9
O LORD, our Lord, 

C how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Our Triune God is majestic indeed. While we cannot hope to understand the inner workings of the Holy 

Trinity, we can learn to be like babes and infants again and simply trust God’s word. 

Our Triune, majestic God cares for you! He has placed you in a place of authority over His earthly creation. 

Our Triune God has worked together for our salvation! “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  May His Holy Spirit 

ever grant us faith to believe and so receive eternal life! 

 

Prayer:  

Triune God, be Thou our stay; 

    O let us perish never! 

Cleanse us from our sins, we pray, 

    And grant us life forever. 

Keep us from the evil one; 

    Uphold our faith most holy, 

    And let us trust Thee solely 

    With humble hearts and lowly. Amen. 

 

Glory Be to God the Father Lutheran Service Book 506, Lutheran Worship 173, The Lutheran Hymnal 244 
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Thursday 
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 

 

Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

 

Genesis 1:1-8; 24-28; 31; 2:1-3  
Note: The appointed reading for today is the entirety of Genesis 1:1—2:4.   

You may wish to read the complete account later today. 

   
      1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
2
The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4
And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
6
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 

waters.” 
7
And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that 

were above the expanse. And it was so. 
8
And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the second day. 
 
24

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping 

things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
25

And God made the beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 

thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27

So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

28
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 

on the earth.” 
 



31
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day. 

1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 

2
And on the seventh day God finished 

his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 
3
So God blessed 

the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

 

Reading Genesis chapter 1 on Trinity Sunday may seem strange to some.  It may occur to others that in 

the Creed, we confess, “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,” and so recognize 

God, the Father in creation. 

What is easily passed by in the reading of Genesis 1, is verse 26: “Then God said, “Let us make man in 

our image, after our likeness.” Do you notice anything about the personal pronouns that God uses for himself?  

Three times God speaks of Himself as plural!  He says, “Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR 

likeness.”  Amazing, isn’t it?  Right here in the first chapter of Genesis, God gives us a hint that there is more 

to himself than just a singular being!  He hints at what we learn to be true in the New Testament, that God is 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  In fact, if you reread verse 2, you will notice the Holy Spirit already mentioned. 

These are not the only times that the Old Testament suggests that there is more to God than first meets 

the eye.  Two of the most obvious places are Isaiah 6 when the angels praise God with three holies (holy, 

holy, holy) and in Numbers 6:24-26 with the threefold blessing when the LORD is mentioned three times 

These are the final words of the service that we hear each Sunday.  

 
24 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
25

 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26

 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

Diligent students of the Bible have noticed these references for centuries.  In the New Testament, Jesus 

clearly fills in the details of God’s Triune nature.   

The peace He gives us (like the internal makeup of the Holy Trinity) surpasses all understanding. This is 

the peace that comes from recognizing God’s plan from all eternity was to save us by grace through faith in 

Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1). 

 

 Prayer:   O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, You have blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places. You chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us. Grant Your Holy Spirit to keep us in this most holy faith. 

Amen. 

 

Friday 
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 

 

Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 



 

Acts 2:14a, 22–36 

 
14

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did 

through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
23

this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 
24

God raised him up, loosing 

the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 
25

For David says concerning him, 

  

      “‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

        for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
        26

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

        my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
        27

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

        or let your Holy One see corruption. 
        28

You have made known to me the paths of life; 

        you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  

      
29

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30

Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 

to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31

he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of 

the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
32

This Jesus God raised up, and 

of that we all are witnesses. 
33

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
34

For 

David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

  

      “‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

      Sit at my right hand, 
        35

until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

  
36

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 

whom you crucified.” 

 

Trinity Sunday is the First Sunday after Pentecost.  In recognition of the Pentecost season, our second 

reading this week continues Peter’s sermon from the Day of Pentecost.  In his sermon, Peter quotes Psalm 16 

using the same words as our introit for this week. 

Peter’s sermon is particularly appropriate for Trinity Sunday because he mentions God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  His message is about Jesus.  He declares that Jesus is “a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders.”  It was God, the Father’s “plan and foreknowledge” that accomplished our salvation 

through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  

Peter goes on to explain that Jesus received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit that He has 

poured out on the Day of Pentecost.  There is no denying the Spirit’s presence because of what they are seeing 

and hearing. 

We no longer call the Sundays following Trinity Sunday, Sundays after Trinity. Rather, they are now 

numbered as Sundays after Pentecost.  Nevertheless, throughout this second half of the Church Year, let us 

remember how God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit has worked for our salvation. 

. 

  Prayer:   O Triune God, one the Day of Pentecost Peter clearly proclaimed the working of the Holy 

Trinity for our salvation.  Grant that we may continue to trust in Jesus as Lord and Christ and so receive 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation by the working of the Holy Spirit through word and sacrament.  Amen. 

 

 



Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay  
Lutheran Service Book 505, Lutheran Worship 170, The Lutheran Hymnal 247 
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Saturday  
 
L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Verse for the Day for Trinity Sunday 
 

L Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; Alleluia.  

C Alleluia. the whole earth is full of his glory! Alleluia. 
 

Gradual Acts 2:17b; Romans 10:10 
 

L I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

C and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 

L With the heart one believes and is justified, 

C and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

 

Kyrie 
 
L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Christ,  C  Have Mercy on us. 

L O Lord,   C  Have Mercy on us. 

 
We conclude this week with the gradual for Trinity Sunday.  These words from Psalm 145 are particularly 

appropriate. Our Triune God is great!  He is greatly to be praised! 

The internal workings of the Holy Trinity certainly are unsearchable.  We will never understand how God 

can be three persons, each completely God and yet not three gods but one God! 

We also will never understand how our Triune God could love sinners enough to plan our salvation 

through the sacrifice of God’s own Son on the cross.  It is only by the working of the Holy Spirit through word 

and sacrament that we can believe this unsearchable truth.  

This work of salvation is the most wondrous work!  This is where we must focus our meditation rather than 

inward contemplation or an emptying of the mind.   

By God’s grace, we declare the greatness of our Triune God when we join Peter and proclaim God’s plan 

of salvation carried out by Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer:   O Triune God, move us each day to recognize Your greatness, not only in creation but especially 

in Your love for sinners. Heavenly Father, thank you for your plan of salvation. By the working of the Holy 

Spirit, grant us true faith in your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Let Praises Ring Lutheran Service Book 822, Lutheran Worship 437, The Lutheran Hymnal 23 
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